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Part One: (14 points) 

A/- Reading Comprehension (07 pts) 

Read the text carefully and do the following activities: 

Activity One: (04 pts): Answer the following questions. 

1- What are the subjects that students study at secondary school? 

2- Will students choose the subjects they like at the age of eleven? 

3- What will students do if they pass GCSEs? 

4- In which paragraph is it mentioned that in England there are state schools and private 

schools? 

Activity Two: (01 pts): What do the underlined words refer to in the text? 

1- There  →                                             2-  They → 

 

Activity Three: (02 pts): Find in the text the synonyms and the opposites of : 

Succeed = ………………...         Obligatory = ………………….. 

Last ≠ ………………….             Cheap ≠  ………………… 

Secondary Education 

 

                In England, students go to secondary school at the age of 11. In the first two years 

there, all students study the same 12 subjects. They are: English, Maths, Science, Design, 

ICT, History, Geography, Art, Music, Sport and a foreign language. When students are 14, 

they will choose the subjects that they like. But some subjects are still compulsory like 

Maths, English, Science and Sport. 

                At the age of 15- 16, students take national exams called GCSEs (General 

Certificate of Secondary Education exams). If they pass these exams, some students (about 

25%) will leave school and find jobs and the others (75%) will stay at school. They will 

study two, three or four school subjects and take advanced level exams “A levels” when they 

are 18. 

                Most students in England (about 90%) go to state secondary schools. State schools 

are free. The other (10%) go to private schools. Some of these schools are very famous and 

very expensive. For example, it costs about 24,000£ a year to study at Eton College. 
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